GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
give them to you, and that you might all three be made knights
before me by your father before your departure ; but God has
willed otherwise."10
To the Infante Dom Pedro, her second son, she said : " My
son, since your childhood I have ever seen how greatly you are
concerned respecting the honour and service of ladies and damozels,
which is one of the things that are especially to be commended
to knights. I have reminded your brother of his devoirs to the
people ; and for you, I recommend you to have always in mind
the care of defending and protecting the honour and happiness
of ladies and damozels."
She then called the Infante Dom Henrique to her bedside. She
smiled as she summoned him. " My son, come to my side.
You have seen the gift that I have made of the other swords which
I have given to your brothers. This third sword I have kept for
you, for as you are strong, so it also is strong. I have charged
one of your brothers to protect the people ; and the other, women.
To you I wish to commend all the seigneurs, chevaliers, fidalgoes,
and squires of this realm, for albeit they all belong to the King,
and he is careful of all according to their condition, yet they will
often have need of your aid in order to maintain their rights and
receive the benefits and rewards which they may deserve ; for
often, by reason of the false witness and abusive requests of the
people, the kings take action against them, which thing they
should never do. And thus I have chosen you, knowing the love
you have ever shown them, that you may take them under your
protection, not only through the inclination of your heart, but also
in duty. I give you this sword with my blessing, and I desire that
with it you shall be dubbed knight."11
Prince Henry replied : " Lady, be very sure that so long as my
life endures I will cherish the memory of what you have just
commanded me ; and in order to obey you I will employ all my
power and all my goodwill." The Queen, lifting her hand,
blessed him.
A great wind sprang up. She asked from what quarter and
was told from the north. " Then it will be favourable," she said.
She died and was buried at night. A few days later the fleet
sailed for Ceuta. " It was a thing most wondrous to behold ;
in the morning it was like a forest which had lost all its leaves and
fruits and lo of a sudden it was changed into a magnificent orchard,
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